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throughout our Nation in commemorating
Black History Month. This is a time when we,
as American citizens, recognize and pay trib-
ute to the many African-Americans who have
made significant contributions in their respec-
tive fields throughout the course of American
history.

SInce our country’s beginnings, every as-
pect of American life and culture has been en-
hanced by the acts of great African-Ameri-
cans. Dating back as early as the Revolution-
ary War, some 5,000 blacks fought for our Na-
tion’s independence. For much of American
history they were legally denied recognition for
their accomplishments and even today, many
of their contributions are largely unknown.

For this reason, the noted black author and
historian, Dr. Carter G. Woodson of Bucking-
ham County in my congressional district, initi-
ated what has become known today as Black
History Month; 70 years later, Dr. Woodson’s
legacy means that all children across our Na-
tion now understand an important part of his-
tory.

Thanks to Black History Month, children
now understand that African-Americans made
significant advancements in the fields of arts,
science, entertainment, technology, commu-
nications, politics, and civil rights. These so-
cial, economic, and educational achievements
have contributed to our Nation’s prosperity
and rich culture.

In addition to Dr. Woodson, we in the Fifth
Congressional District are very proud of an-
other outstanding individual who emerged as
one of the most influential African-Americans
in American history. Booker T. Washington,
born in Franklin County, VA in 1856, spent
most of his life working to achieve economic
advancement for blacks. Best known for
founding the Tuskegee Normal and Industrial
Institute in 1881, Mr. Washington also advised
Presidents Theodore Roosevelt and William
Howard Taft on racial injustice facing the Unit-
ed States. In order to achieve a better quality
of life Mr. Washington advocated vocational
and industrial training for African-Americans.
This would prove to be the most effective path
for African-Americans to follow in order to ele-
vate their economic standing. Booker T.
Washington was a voice of compromise and
moderation in a time when civil and political
rights were reserved only for a select few. He
believed progress for blacks would be
achieved only if peace between the races was
maintained.

Booker T. Washington was just one great
African-American who helped more of our
countrymen to realize freedom and independ-
ence. Other individuals, like Frederick Douglas
and Martin Luther King, Jr. rank among the
greatest Americans in history.

I encourage all citizens to commemorate
Black History Month and to recognize always
that Americans of every race, color, and creed
have helped to make this the greatest nation
on Earth.
f

GENERAL LEAVE
Mr. PAYNE of New Jersey. Mr.

Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
all Members may have 5 legislative
days within which to revise and extend
their remarks on the subject of my spe-
cial order tonight.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. (Mr.
KIM). Is there objection to the request
of the gentleman from New Jersey?

There was no objection.
f

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas (at the re-
quest of Mr. GEPHARDT) on Wednesday,
February 28, 1996, before 5:40 p.m., on
account of the funeral of a constituent
in her district.

Mr. MYERS of Indiana (at the request
of Mr. ARMEY) until 6 p.m. today, on
account of family medical reasons.
f

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED

By unanimous consent, permission to
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders
heretofore entered, was granted to:

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mrs. MEEK of Florida) to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material:)

Mrs. MALONEY, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. PAYNE of New Jersey, for 60 min-

utes, today.
(The following Members (at the re-

quest of Mr. HAYWORTH) to revise and
extend their remarks and include ex-
traneous material:)

Mr. KINGSTON, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. HAYWORTH, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. FOX of Pennsylvania, for 5 min-

utes, today.
f

EXTENSION OF REMARKS

By unanimous consent, permission to
revise and extend remarks was granted
to:

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mrs. MEEK of Florida) and to
include extraneous matter:)

Mr. BEILENSON.
Mr. HAMILTON in four instances.
Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts.
Mr. HOYER in two instances.
Mr. TOWNS in eight instances.
Mr. BARCIA in two instances.
Mr. MARTINEZ.
Mr. BRYANT of Texas.
Mr. TORRES.
Mr. HILLIARD.
Mr. PICKETT
Mr. DELLUMS.
Mr. HASTINGS of Florida.
Mr. PALLONE.
Mr. RAHALL.
Mr. SABO.
(The following Members (at the re-

quest of Mr. HAYWORTH) and to include
extraneous matter:)

Mr. SOLOMON in two instances.
Mr. GILMAN in three instances.
Mr. ROHRABACHER.
Mr. GOODLING.
Mr. FAWELL.
Mr. GREENWOOD.
Mr. SPENCE.
Mr. FOX of Pennsylvania.
Mr. FIELDS of Texas.
f

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

Mr. THOMAS, from the Committee
on House Oversight, reported that the

committee had examined and found
truly enrolled a bill of the House of the
following title, which was thereupon
signed by the Speaker:

H.R. 2196. An act to amend the Stevenson
Wydler Technology Innovation Act of 1980
with respect to inventions made under coop-
erative research and development, and for
other purposes.

f

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. FIELDS of Louisiana. Mr. Speak-
er, I move that the House do now ad-
journ.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 11 o’clock and 40 minutes
p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until tomorrow, Feb-
ruary 29, 1996, at 9 a.m.).
f

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XXIV, execu-
tive communications were taken from
the Speaker’s table and referred as fol-
lows:

2137. A letter from the Assistant Secretary
for Legislative Affairs, Department of State,
transmitting the Secretary’s certification
that the Republic of Belarus, the Republic of
Kazakstan, the Russian Federation, and
Ukraine are committed to the courses of ac-
tion described in section 1203(d) of the Coop-
erative Threat Reduction Act of 1993 (title
XII of Public Law 103–160), section 1412(d) of
the Former Soviet Union Demilitarization
Act of 1992 (title XIV of Public Law 102–484),
and section 502 of the FREEDOM Support
Act (Public Law 102–511); to the Committee
on International Relations.

2138. A letter from the Director, Office of
Management and Budget, transmitting a re-
port entitled ‘‘Statistical Programs of the
United States Government: Fiscal Year
1996,’’ pursuant to 44 U.S.C. 3504(e)(2); to the
Committee on Government Reform and
Oversight.

2139. A letter from the Secretary of Labor,
transmitting the annual report under the
Federal Managers’ Financial Integrity Act
for 1995, pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 3512(c)(3); to
the Committee on Government Reform and
Oversight.

2140. A letter from the Secretary of Trans-
portation, transmitting the Secretary’s man-
agement report on management decisions
and final actions on Office of Inspector Gen-
eral audit recommendations, for the period
ending September 30, 1995, pursuant to Pub-
lic Law 101–576, section 306(a) (104 Stat. 2854);
to the Committee on Government Reform
and Oversight.

2141. A letter from the Secretary of Com-
merce, transmitting the Department’s re-
ports entitled ‘‘Fisheries of the United
States’’ and ‘‘Our Living Oceans,’’ pursuant
to 16 U.S.C. 742d; to the Committee on Re-
sources.

2142. A letter from the Fiscal Assistant
Secretary, Department of the Treasury,
transmitting the Department’s December
1995 issue of the ‘‘Treasury Bulletin,’’ pursu-
ant to 26 U.S.C. 9602; to the Committee on
Ways and Means.

Pursuant to clause 5 of rule X the fol-
lowing action was taken by the Speak-
er:

H.R. 497. The Committee on Resources dis-
charged from further consideration. Referred
to the Committee of the Whole House on the
State of the Union.
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